
                               NOTICE TO RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL FISHERS,  
COMMERCIAL PROCESSSORS AND MARINE RESOURCE USERS 

Effective January 1, 2012 
2012 change in recreational and commercial take and access regulations along the south coast. 

New Marine Protected Areas in effect in the South Coast 
                                                                           

As of January 1, 2012 the Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) adopted by the Fish and Game Commission in December 2010, 
as part of  Marine Life Protection Act implementation, will be in effect. The affected area, known as the south coast study 
region, incorporates California state waters from Point Conception in Santa Barbara County to the U.S./Mexico border. 
There are 37 new or modified MPAs (8 State Marine Reserves, and 29 State Marine Conservation Areas) in this region with 
new regulations. The 13 existing MPAs and two special closures in the Northern Channel Islands continue to be in effect 
with no regulatory changes. 
 

For printable MPA specific maps, regulations, boundaries, coordinates and uses visit: www.dfg.ca.gov/mlpa. In 
addition, a mobile phone-friendly MPA website can be viewed on any smart phone at www.dfg.ca.gov/m/MPA. 
 

 
 
  If you have questions about these MPAs or the Marine Life Protection Act, please visit www.dfg.ca.gov/mlpa OR 
 
                   Mail: MPA Project                                                            E-mail: MLPAComments@dfg.ca.gov 
                   c/o California Department of Fish and Game 
                   1812 Ninth Street 
                   Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
 The following definitions apply to the table on reverse page:  
 
1 SMR: State Marine Reserve. An MPA with no allowed take  
2 SMCA: State Marine Conservation Area 
3 Finfish: are defined in subsection 632(a)(2) as: any species of bony fish or cartilaginous fish (sharks, skates and rays).  Finfish do not include  
amphibians, invertebrates, plants or algae.  The definition of finfish provided in Section 159 does not apply to this Section.   
4 Pelagic finfish: are defined in subsection 632(a)(3) as:  northern anchovy (Engraulis mordax), barracudas (Sphyraena spp.), billfishes (family 
Istiophoridae) (except that marlin is not allowed for commercial take), dolphinfish/dorado (Coryphaena hippurus), Pacific herring (Clupea pallasi), 
jack mackerel (Trachurus symmetricus), Pacific mackerel (Scomber japonicus), salmon (Oncorhynchus spp.), Pacific sardine (Sardinops sagax), 
blue shark (Prionace glauca), salmon shark (Lamna ditropis), shortfin mako shark (Isurus oxyrinchus), thresher sharks (Alopias spp.), swordfish 
(Xiphias gladius), tunas (family Scombridae), and yellowtail (Seriola lalandi).   
5 Coastal pelagic species: are defined in Section 1.39 as:  northern anchovy (Engraulis mordax), Pacific sardine (Sardinops sagax), Pacific 
mackerel (Scomber japonicus), jack mackerel (Trachurus symmetricus), and market squid (Loligo opalescens). 
 6 Tidepools: are defined as the area encompassing the rocky pools that are filled with seawater due to retracting tides between the mean higher 
high tide line and the mean lower low tide line. 
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